Why smoke spread so quickly 
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Workers were forced lo evacuate the smoky World Trade 
Center in darkness and without instructions because the Feb. 
26 bomb explosion knocked out communication, electrical 
and (ire safety systems. Here's a look at what happened: 


When smoke reaches too 
floor, it has no place else lo 
go. Within a half-hour, smoke 
begins spreading back down 
through building. 
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plosion destroys lire wall, sena^ng sool from bomb 
smoke from burning gasoline and cars into 
elevator shafts 


Cold outside a^r - 
whicn is heavier 
than warm air 
inside building - 
flows mto lobby 
and pushes 
smoke into 
elevator shaft ana 
stairwells. 



Heaviest smoke initially stays below 
<wih floor skylobby because most 
damaged shafts do not extend to 
upper floors. One minute after blast, 
person with a flashlight on 4dth floor 
can't see more than about a foot. 


15,000 people try to leave building at 
once Fire doors are kept open as lines 
c1 people wait to enter three jammed 
stairways. Smoke spreads through open 
Ooors into stairwells and upper floors. 
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